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A Gentleman in London to his Friend in the Countrey 


/ 


SIR, 
WEL. 


* 


Hen 1 had the Happineſs to ſee you 
| laſt, I remember (upon our Diſcour- 
| ling concerning the Popiſh” Plot) you 


ſcem'd to have a more Charitable Opinion of the 
Phanatical Party than ordinary for that they appear d 
ſo mighty ſolicitous for the Security of His Majefties 
Perſon, and of the Proteftant Religion, by Clamouring 
for a Strict Proſecution of that Damuable Conſpiracy: 
But by this time, and upon this new Face of Afſalts, 
you are Convinc'd, (no doubt,) that they deſerv d 
not your tzood · Thoughts, and hold their De viliſn 
Practices in juſt deteſtation for Colledg's Tryal is a 

Clear Proof; (I with it were the onely one they had 
aſſorded us) that when they pretend the greateſt 


Loyalty to their Privce, tis only for a Cloak to co- 


on the Occaſion of the late Tryal of 


STEPHENCOLLEDGE 


with the Dodlor, and ſays P. 54. that all the Di(-! 
courſe was about ſame Points in Philoſophy and Divi - 
nity, concerning the Exiſtence of GOD, and the Immor- 
tality of the Soul; and was confident that nothing of 
Treaſon could come from Coledg, for that he fell 
aſleep. All which, and much more was oppoſed to 
Mr. John Smith's\Teftimony' and from thence Col- 
lidg inferrs C Jiu] you ſee, My Lord, Smith's Teſtimony 


is falſe. ] And that he might make the thing more. 


Conſpicuous, htealls in Mr. Samuel Oates,: who 
P 36. out of his-Extraordinary Z:al to the Cauſe 
peremptorily undertakes to illutirate the Point, aud 
gives a Relation of all the Diſcburſe above mentlſò- 
ned, which he ſays (and is very confident in it) was 
about. Matters of Common Diſcourſe, Matters of Eat- 


vet ſome Exeorsble Defign they have in hand, They” ig and Drinking, &c. and that there was not a word 


are melt certainly, (Sir,) Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing,' 
Men that will Judas-like betray with 'a Kiſs. But 
if ic happens that their Perfidious Practices come 


once to be detected, and any One Criminal brought 
to the Bar of Juice; with what Zeal does the whole 


Faction appear in His Defence? They Impeach the 
Credit of the Kings Evidence; Expoſing them by the 
Names of Papiſts, Iriſh Tories,&c. and Exert their Ma- 
lice againſt all that dare believe what is Atteſted; or 
that Pretend to Maintain the King's Authority and 


' the Low againſt the Deſigning Contrivances of theſe 


Indefatigable' Workers of Iniquity. They will at any 


rute procure Perſons to Oppoſe and -Confront the 
Nins Evidence,by poſitively aſſerting any thing that 


may tend to invalidate their Teftimonies . and rather 
than appear deficient, will produce Witneſſes, only to 
malte a *oiſe in the World, or thereby to inſinuate 
into the Minds of the oo · Credulsus Vulgat a belief of 
their Innocence. And theſe forfooth muſt all be 
heard, though perhaps they ſpeak ſcarce One word to 
the purpoſc. This is wonderfully apparent in Col- 
ladg's Tryalſ in which, beſides the many Remote Cir. 
cumſtanees multiplied by Colledg's Nitneßes, a Plain 


and Groſs Falſhood apptars by Comparing the 537b. 


th and Pages with the 5615. Page 53. 
Dr Ones 4 — — the whole time of Alderman 
Wikox's Treats at the Crown: Tavern without Temple- 
Bar was ſpent in a Philoſophical Diſcanrſe betwixt 
bimſelf and Mr. Savage, and for the Truth of it Ap- 
peals to the Teſtimonies of Mr. Thomas S. and his Broe 

The former, vis. Mr, Thomas Smith Concurrs 


mention d of the Exiſtence of God, or the Immortality 
of tho Soul: which plainly Contradicts, and gives the 
lye to both Dr. O. aadl the ſaid S. From whence it is 
Evident, how much theſe men preter the Iutereſt of 
their Party before Loyalty, Truth or Juſtice. And yet 
theſe are the men that Applaud themſelves. ſo much 
upon their Religion And to (et the fairer Gloſs upoi 
their Pernicions Enterprises, they ſhelter their For- 
rid Conſpiracios under the Notien of Godlin;fs and 
Trud Proteſtantiſne. Bas 
It now is, (as it formerly was,) their Work and 
Endeavour to Leſen the Kings Authority, which is 
the only way to malte it void; and they Act and La- 
bout the Firſt, out of @ Detign to make it 
ſubſervient tothe Latter. It is not Policy(you know) 
for People to Declare their Deſigns at firit; for with- 
out a plauſible pretence for the ctrrying them on; 
thereby to Blind the Eyes of the Adverſe Party, it's 
improbable they ſhould prove aay otherwiſe than in- 
eſſectual. Tis a proverbial ſaying" [ngexium virer ſu- 
perat. And a War cannot be maintzined, if it be not 
as well upheld by Stratagems as by Force. In 
Our late Troubles the pretence was to Reſeue the Kin 
out of the hands of Wicked Council. But having once 
done that (as they ſuppoſed) they not only afforded 
him no better, but tobi away his Authority, clapt 
hien up in Priſon, and there kept hit ſecure, till they 
convey'd him to the Seaffdid; And which was an aug- 
mentation to their Wickedneſs, they did not do this 
only to make therhſelves Jupreme, but looking 
upon* themſelves as the Higheſt Auboritiy, they 
d2 „ II IK © REPS . 2 thought 


2 3 fancying th to be more ſa 
their Mal:; than ever their _— bound them 
to His Sovereignty. Nay and to ſo great a height iis 
the i e.and inſolence of ſore Hot. Headed P ba- 
naticks now grown,that they are ſo far from dete- 
/- ſting and tepenting of that Borberovs 
Col. Tryal. Villany, that they ſtill juſtific-it; impudent- 
pag. 31. ly reficRing on that Sacred Mortyr. And 
others of them that are more wary, en- 


Jeavout to ſhift off that obominoble inplcty by Argu- 


ments ſtrong enough perhaps) to work upon the ſim- 


plieity and credulity of a fort of ignorant People 3 who 


et are not now ( ſurely) any longer to be blinded _ 


withfuch ſpecisus pretences; ſince it does fo evidently 
appear that they want not a Will to ac a ſecond 
part of that diſmal Tragedy. They rail with open 
mouth againſt the Papifts (tis true) and with a pre- 
tended ſhew of Loyalty and Zeal for the preſervation 
of Bis Mejeties Perſon, do ſeemingly deteſt and ab- 
horr their depoſing and Ting Rilling dodtrine; But 


then at the ſame time (you ſee) they are ſecretly 


undermining the  Eftabliſhed Government, endea- 
vouring and deſigning the utter extirpation of Mo- 
nareby, and conſequently the deſtruction of the Roy 
al Family. They ſtick not to atcuſe the Kings beft 
and moſt eminent Friends (nay the Ring 
himſelf) of a Deſign to introduce Popery, 
and Arbitrery Power; And at the fame 
time are doing their beſt to diveſt His Majeſty 
of His Regal Power ſo to introduce a Republick. 
Theſe are the men that take ſuch care for the Pre- 
ſervation of His Majefties Perſon & the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion againſt the Deſigns of the Papiſts: And (truely) 
they had pirch'd upon. a ready way to eſſect it. For 
Firft (as has been depoſ d upon oath) they 
intended to ſeize His Seqred Perſon: And 
And then (if He would not comply with 
their unjuſt Defires, (or the Prieſti that 
herd amongſt, them did not do this buſi- 
neſs) to ſerve him as they did His Royel Fa- 
| ther. So that tho' His Majeſty had through 
the unparalelbd care of this Godly Party eſeap d the 
ſnares of Popery, yet he had been obnoxious to the 
ſame Depoſing and King- Killing Principles only. in 
terms convertible from DEPOSING and KIL- 
LING to a BRINGING TO JUSTICE. Neither 
are the unreaſonable deſires of theſe inſatiable Miſ- 
creants ever to be ſatisſied, They muſt have the Duke. 
of York totaly excluded, or elſe their Religion, Liber. 
ties, Properties, Lives and Fortunes are unſafe, and in 
danger of being ſacriſic d tothe Popes Supremacy. So 
they give ont. Whereas it is now clear that they la- 


; pags 29. 


Ibid. p. 
29. 30. 


Ibid. p. 30. 


bour'd to remove that obſtacle, only to the intent 


that they might be the better able to take a fairer 
aim at the Kings own Perſon. And indeed it is the 
Preſent yoke s Monareby that lyes fo heavy upon 
their Backs: not the fear of Popery to come. 
Thus you ſee (Sir) that what His Majeſty lately 
Declar d touching the Exclufion of His Keys! Bre- 
ther was upon great Foreſight and Judgment Le can 
ust (ſays His Majeſty, Kings Decl. p. 7.) after the ſad 
experience we haue had of the late Civil Wars that mur- 
ther'd our Father of bleſſed memory and ruin'd the Mo- 
Rarchy, conſent to Lam that ſhall eftabliſh another moſt 
xnnatural War, or at leaſt 'make it neceflary to maintain 
. « flanding Force for the Preſerving the Government and 
ti Peace of the Kingdom, And we baus Reaſon to be- 


7 
. 


1d diet rhe if we could have been b 
to / Nut w 4 Bill of Excluſion, the imtent was not to reſt there, 


but te paſs further, and to attempt ſome other great g 

import om Chanfts even in preſem. ] For could ſich 
| retches as theſe, have had their wills, 
pag. 30. W's y meant not only to exclude His R. H. 
a but to ext irpate the whole Family of the 
trearts, SD 


'* "The Fears and Fealoufies they ſo much pretend, 


arc firſt created chiefly by che great Dopns of the Per- 
ty, and then moſt impiouſly iafuſ d into the minds vi 
the Vulgar and Ignorant, who believe what the Les. 
ders of the Faction deliver to them with as Redfaſt 
a faith, as the Heatbens of old did their Oraclesz and 
are as verily perſwaded that their own” Principles arg 
Divine, as ate the Papiſts that the Pope is infallible. 
Upon the leaſt Exerciſe of His Majelties Prerogative, 
there are amongſt them that poſſeſs the People with 
Fears and Fealowfier of their Liberties Propervies 
being invaded, and of the Rights of Subje en- 
croach'd upon; while their defign is of a far larger 
extent; for their devouring appetites will never be 
tiated till the Kings Royal Prerogative (hall Be totally 
ſwallowed up by the I iberty bf the Subject; and then 
indeed His Majeſty is in a tair way (according to the 
Phanaticsl Loyalty) of being made a Glorious Prince 
like His Fat ber. f 
Now let any ſober, ſerious and unbiaſſed man conſi- 
der whether theſe are ſuitable Returns to ſo merciful 
a Prince, who (out of His Royal Clemency to.mercileſs 
and bleudy Trayters has paſſd an Ad ef Oblivion upon 
their execrable impieties in the late Kebelion, freely 
giving them their Lives and Fortunes, which by the 
Law of GOP and Max were forefeited to His — 
What a notorious piece of Ingratitude is it for men 
to Conſpire to take away that Life, which freely gave- 
them their own? To abuſe a Mercy fo great and tran- 
ſeondent, that tho they ſhould have endeavour'd to: 
gain a good reputation by a ſincere and ſtedſaſt Loyale 
ty to their Prince, yet would it have been impoſſible 
for. them to have made him a ſufficient Requital ? 
But indeed it is no more than verefying the old Pro- 
verb, Save a Thief from the Gallows,and he le cut your 
Throat. But methinks it ſeems wonderfully ſtrange 
that the ignorance of the Multitude (after the (ad 
experience they have had of that Dire Rebellion) 
ſhould be ſo much wrought upon, as not to have ſo * 
great a horraur as they ought, for involving them- 
(elves afreſh in the ſame anbappy Troubles ; elpecially 
conſidering, that when the Rebels had brought the 
late Kings Head to the Block, the Liberty and Proper- 
ty of the Swhje&'was utterly loſt ; the pretended in- 
vaſion of which was the chief ground of that Fetal 
War. But ſuch is the obſtinacy of ſome, that the moſt 
learned of Pens cannot bring them to a better ander- 
ftanding(at leaſt to a better obſervance Jof their Duty 
and Allegiance to thalr Prince; And therefore I ſhall 
not in the leaſt pretend to it: only I ventur'd to mind 
you (eſpecially now you cannot but be well diſpos*d 
to hear it) how vigilant that Party is upon all op- 
portunities and occaſions to propagate their Com. 
monwealth Principles, ops | 
Thus having given you my thoughts of theſe: 
Pretended Rayalifts, I remain ES 
. Sir, 


Yours o Ge. 


135531 


